Daily and seasonal activity in woodland ants.
Daily and seasonal foraging patterns are described for nine species of ants occupying a temperate zone woodland. Two common dominant species, Prenolepis imparis and Formica subsericea, are active at different times of day and during different parts of the year. They appear to be limited by physical factors (temperature and light, respectively) while the subordinate species show a wider tolerance of physical conditions. The subordinate species exhibit peak foraging periods which overlap in large part with most dominant species. This temporal pattern of species activity is discussed in relation to the competitive relationships within this ant guild.